4

Caution prevail ed when t he great white sharks
were involved because they were capabl e of
crushing the diver and swinming off with the
remains. It would be little confort to have
a good report on the suit of mail in such
circunstances. They therefore made a dummy
and dressed it in the nail. A “Geat Wite”
nmade aggr essi ve att acks whi chthe suit survived
t hough any diver woul d have been kill ed.

It woul d appear that nost sharks dislike the
steel suit, possibly because of electrical
fields, but the Geat White shark is actively
annoyed by such suits. Once agai n arenedy has
failed to repul se all sharks. But as the npst
likely attackers are di scouraged, sone |ight
survival gear whi ch produced anelectricfield
nm ght be affective. Unfortunately the use of
an orange col our to increase the sighting of
survivorsinthe water tends to attract sharks
also. It is noteworthy that, when not stirred
into a feeding frenzy, sharks choose to avoi d
peopl e giving “I’mwel |l and active” signals.

Sone explanation of the sharks’ behaviour
comas fromthe work of Dr Adranus Kalmjn at
Wods Hol e Oceanographic Institute. She has
shown t hat the el ectroreceptors onthe head of
a dogfish can detect an el ectric field of |ess
than five thousandths of a microvolt per
centinetre. This sense enabl es detection of
prey hi dden beneath t he sand. To creatures as
sensitive as this, Rod, Valerie and Jeren ah
nmust have seened |ike Hi -Fi enthusiasts with
their woofers and tweeters at full vol une.
Only the Geat Wite really showed his
f eel i ngs openly about such unwel cone vi sitors.

LETTERS TO THE EDI TOR

The Editor,

It has been pointed out to ne that part of ny
letter to M Denny, printed on page 28 of the
July to Septenber 1981 issue of the Journal
could inply that nedi cal benefits are payabl e
for diving nedicals.

This is not so. The relevant section of the
Medi cal Benefits Schedul e Book, Amendnent
dat ed 1 Septenber, 1981, is Section 1, Part B,
paragraph 27, which is headed “Health
Screening”. This debars “nultiphasic health
screening; progranms for testing fitness to
undertake physical training courses, sport,
vocational activities; examnation and
di agnostic tests for driving, flying, and
other |licences, entrance to school s and ot her
educational facilities, for travel requirements
and for the purpose of |egal proceedings;”
from benefits.

| used the itemnunbers in the exanple to link

the services wth Governnent reconmended
f ees.

Yours sincerely,

John Kni ght

THE 5PM GAME
David Elliott

You are on holiday in a peaceful fishing
village onthe Atl antic coast of Cornwal | when
a |l ocal doctor tells you that he has a radio
message that there has been a serious diving
acci dent on a sparsely inhabited island sone
m | es away. He does not knowthe full details,
but apparently there i s one unconsci ous diver
and no reconpression chanber. There is a
fishing boat ready to take you both to that
island, but there is only a few m nutes |eft
before the falling tide wll prevent its
departure. 1t is not fine weather, so you may
not be abl eto get the pati ent backtothel ocal
energency room for about twelve hours. The
| ocal doctor drives you down to the harbour via
hi s wel | - equi pped di spensary. It is asix hour
journey out and a si x hour journey back, at the
very best, sothe chance of getting any support
out there is pretty negligible. There is no
radi o communi cati on avail abl e.

I want each one of youto wite down, in
order of priority, thefirst fifteenitens you
woul d want to take with you, as there may not
be time to grab everything.

Hereis alist of some twenty or soitens
which were alnost all in the final |ists of
f our groups of peopl e associ at ed wi t h conmer ci al
diving, who did the sane ganme a nmonth ago.
There was one itemwhich | considered quite
i mportant that no group put forward and | will
be very interested to see if you do the sane.
The itens are not i n order of i nportance. They
have been very carefully random sed. An
i ntravenous gi vi ng set, steril e pack, conpl ete;
A Doppl er Bubbl e Detector, conplete; Abattery
operated ECG Machine; A patella hamer and
tuning fork; A sterile pack conplete of
m scel | aneous cat heters; Heparinfor injection;
Trocar and cannula; Heimeich valve pack,
sterile, conplete; USNavy divi ng nanual ; Four
litres of normal saline and one of Dextran;
Vari ous ai rways, an Anbu bag or its equi val ent;
a lunbar puncture set, sterile, conplete; An
aur oscope cum opht hal roscope; Low reading
mercury thernmoneter; Cortico-steroid for
injection; A space blanket with respiratory
heat exchanger; An anaeroi d sphygnomanonet er
with stethoscope; Note paper and pencil;
Assorted needl es and syringes, sterile pack;
An oxygen cyl i nder and regul ator, conplete; A
portabl e suction unit; A |aryngoscope, with
endot racheal tube or an oesophageal obturator
airway; Urinetestingkit. Theonly other item
on the list is anal gesics, unspecified.

Now, believe it or not, that covers all
the options of the previous four groups of
doctors, all of whom had some experience in
di ving nedicine. The surprisingthingis the
lack of nedication in that |ist. You are
perfectly free to add addi tional itens of your
own to that list if what you have put down is
not included. It does not nean that you are
wrong, you nmay well be right.

Now, i n groups of five, parethelist down
to what you all agree are the first ten things
totake. | hopeyouwll findthat the various
groups have got sonme neasure of agreenent.



