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The purpose of this paper is to act as
a di scussi on/worki ng paper to facilitate the
devel opment of Post-graduate qualifications
in underwater nmedicine and related fields,
i ncluding hyperbaric nedicine and caisson
nedi ci ne. The parties involved in this
di scussi on ar e RAN, SPUMS, and t he Commbnweal t h
Institute of Health.

THE NEED

Australiais experiencing arapidincreasein
diving activities, involving industry,
conmercial fishermen and sports. It is
estimated that 10,000 new sports divers were
trained in Australiain 1979, and the current
increase in oil exploration is resulting in
greater offshore diving activity. The need
for nedical support and informed nmedical
advice to these activities has al so increased
concom tantly.

BACKGROUND

The Sout h Paci fi c Underwat er Medi ci ne Soci ety
(SPUVMS) was formed in 1972 and i n 1980 has 280
Austral i an menbers and 80 ot her nenbers inthe
Sout h Pacificregion. The societyis conprised
of medi cal and par amedi cal personnel interested
in Underwater Medicine and provides for
di scussi on between such people in sem nars,
conferences and the SPUMS Journal .

The Royal Australian Navy School of Underwat er
Medi ci ne i s an underwat er nedi ci ne research,
clinical and training facility and conducts
courses for nedical Practitioners, including
civilians, eachyear. This courseis conducted
in 2 conponents, basic and advanced, each of
two weeks duration. This is followed by a one
week course in hyperbaric medicine at Prince
Henry Hospital Hyperbaric Unit.

The Conmmonwealth Institute of Health was
formed in March 1980 from the Institute of
Cccupat i onal Medi ci ne and t he School of Public
Heal t h and Tropi cal Medicine. It is funded by
the Departnent of Health, is situated in
Sydney University Canpus and has acadenic
liaison with the University. A College of
Cccupational Medicine will be forned from
within the Institute in 1983-4.

THE PROPGCSI TI ON

Underwater Medicine and related fields are
probabl y best described as a specialty within
Cccupati onal Medi ci ne. For the purpose of
Post -graduate qualificationit i s not feasible
to consider Underwater Medicine a separate
entity necessitating aseparatecollegeinthe
long term

It is proposed that: Post - graduat e
qualifications in Underwater Medicine and
related fields be adnministered by the

Comonweal th Institute of Health in the short

term and by the College of
Medicine in the long term

Qccupat i onal

To devel op post-graduate qualifications in

this field along the follow ng lines:

1. Medi cal Exam ner i n Underwat er Medi ci ne.
Thiswouldbeacertificatelevel qualification
i ssued on conpletion of a 4 week course in
di ving medi cine conducted at the School of
Underwater Medicine and a 1 week course in
hyper bari ¢ medi ci ne conducted at Prince Henry
Hospi t al . Both courses would qualify a
medi cal Practitioner to conduct suitability
and annual nmedicals for divers.

2. Di pl oma  of Occupational Medicine.
(Underwater Medi ci ne). This would be a
di plomal evel qualificationissuedonconpletion
of both the certificate and the DOMwhi ch wi | |
be offered by the Institute in 1982 for the
first time. This would be an acadenic
qualification only and would not qualify the
Practitioner to charge specialist fees under
the terns of NASQAC

3. FACOM. An underwater medicine
practitioner woul d be adnmitted to the Col | ege
of Cccupational Medicine (when forned) as a
Fellow if he was the holder of a DOM
(Underwater Medicine) and had practised
underwat er medi cine for a period of 7 years.
The 7 year period is a standard tinme scale
speci fi ed by NASQAC f or adni ssionto a Col | ege
as a Fellow. This qualification would allow
the practitioner to charge specialist fees
under the terns of NASQAC.

TI ME SCALE
Certificate - 1981
Di pl oma - 1982
Fel | owship - 1983-84

Dr  Turner was, at the tine of witing this
paper, the Officer in Charge, RAN School of
Under wat er Medi ci ne.

SOUTH AFRI CAN CODE OF PRACTI CE
FOR RESEARCH DI VERS

The South African Bureau of Standards has
published a Code of Practice and diver
scientists are now able to register with the
Depart ment of Manpower Utilisationandentitled
to international recognition by obtaining a
CMAS Sci entific Diver Brevet. They nmust first
hold a CMAS 3-star diver certificate and
conplete an application form stating their
scientific affiliation, with approval of a
scientific divingassociation (eg. Barol ogi a)
and an establishment of |earning or research
(a nice distinction!). The Standard, as
judged fromthe summary avail abl e, appears to
cover bot h performance and or gani sati on of all
areas of diving, in all kinds of conditions.
The publ i cati on consi sts of 160+ pages i ncl udi ng
figures, diagrans and tables, and is priced
R20 pl us 4%GST and postage. |t may be obt ai ned
fromthe Scuth African Bureau of Standards,
Private Bag X191, Pretoria, RSA. 0001

13



