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6. SN PPETS FROM SI NGAPORE

Dear Editor,

Let nme congratul ate you on the fine progress of the Soci ety since
its inception. (I know you are used to flattering by now). Mich
has certainly been achieved in spite of the highly over-pressured
nunber of sel ected officersinthe society. The newsletter reflects
an appealing style of informality, and is highly informative and
academc. This is one effort that really cannot be judged by its
cover (won’'t hurt to be a perfectionist though).

| hope our silence thus far has not been m sconstrued as | acki ng
i n enthusiasm and interest. The inscrutable oriental is nerely
showi ng respect to the ol d hands by all owi ng themthe due honour of
getting it out of chests first.

And now to business and this is what | hope to sell at every
publ i cation from now on.

| TS HAPPENI NG I N SI NGAPORE

1. CASE REPORT

The Singapore Straits Tinmes on 7 Decenber 1971 printed the
foll owi ng report:

"Seconds after a skin diving enthusiast shot atwo foot | ong fish
near a broken-down kel ong, he was found sensel ess on the seabed a
coroner heard today.

"When Ji mry Foo Seck Dong, 29, a restaurant nmanager, was haul ed
out of the 40 feet deep water near Palau Sulu of Jurong, he failed
to regai n consci ousness and di ed at Qutram Road CGeneral Hospital on
Novenber 28. A nmenber of the skin diving party, Bernard Chan, 25,
told a coroner court he was di vi ng near Foo when he heard a spear gun
shot .

"When Foo did not surface half a mnute | ater Chan di ved down to
see if he needed help to haul in whatever he had caught.

"'1 found a fish speared. | untangledthe fish and took t he spear
and gunwith netothe surface’, Chan said. ' Three of ny friends were
in a nearby boat. | then realised that Foo was m ssing and call ed
out to another diver.' Soh, a marketing executive, said he found

Foo after a brief search

"' Foo was on t he seabed, face upwards with his diving gear still
intact. | brought himup to the surface and applied nouth to nouth
resuscitation’ Soh said.

"He added t hat Foo was unconsci ous al | the whil e and was bl eedi ng
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at the nouth.

"The court was told that Foo had been skin diving for the past
si x years and had gone spear fishing al nost every week. |nspector
Syed Kadir Alsree, the investigating officer, said the diving
equi pnent Foo used was in good working condition.

"Verdi ct: M sadvent ur e"

DIAGNCSIS (As CE used to say, if you haven’'t got it by now, give
up diving).

Hyperventil ation | eadi ngto drowni ng. SPUVS Newsl etter Vol. 1 No. 1
published a wite-up on this subject by Dr R Thonas.

| do not believe this is the first case happening i n Si ngapore;
certainlyit will not bethel ast unless the public coul dbe educat ed.
In this respect | call on SPUVS to nake a joint press release with
me for publication in Singapore to herald a word of warning to the
unheeding. | amawaiting your statenents.

2. DEEP DI VE

A Deep Sea Di ving Conpany i n Si ngapore | ast week nmade an on-t he-
j ob di ve of f Sabah to 585 feet using pre-m xed Oxygen/ Helium | have
not a clue what deconpression tables they used. Don’t ask them
ei ther, because they wouldn't tell you.

3. RECOWPRESSI ON FACI LITIES

We are conpiling a list of Conpanies possessing RCC facilities
I n and around Si ngapore. Suffice it to knowthat both the Singapore
Mariti me Conmand and t he Royal Mal aysi an Navy stationed i n Si ngapore
do have deconpressi on chanbers capabl e of reconpression therapy.

Attached is information vol unteered by conpanies and institu-
tions wwth RCC facilities [not published]. Wile obtaining this
information it becane very obvious to ne that there are nmany ways
we coul d hel p these conpani es and institutions while there are just
as many ways they could help us with informati on and statistics.

A problem which you mght have overcone but is now under
consi deration by us, isthe nobilisingof chanbers for energency use.
One can clearly see the reluctance on the part of conpani es to avai
their facilities for energency use on the point that deaths m ght
be attributed to them Their argunment is that one can never be too
sure of chanber fires, defective conpressors and scores of other
t hi ngs which can go wong while treatnent is in progress. Wat then?

- Dr Jimy How





