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5. A BRIEF VISIT TO ROYAL NAVY PHYSI OLOG CAL LABORATORI ES

During a four day stay in London |ate |ast year, | nanaged to
travel down to Portsnouth for a quick tour of the RNPL. Geoff and
Mar ge Bayliss kindly overcane the red tape and expedited the visit.
Because of the short stay in UK | was unable to see CGeoff, who was
In the mdst of preparing for what was to be a successful attenpt
at the MRCP exans.

The trip by rail takes 1f(3,4) hours andin spite of theinclenment
weat her one coul d appreciate the pleasant countryside on the way
down. On arrival at Portsnout h Harbour | had a short ferrytrip across
to CGosport and then a 3 mle taxi trip to Al verstoke where the
| aboratori es are situated.

M John Towse, a physiol ogist, was nmy guide and | firstly toured
the | aboratories and then the nearby naval facilities.

Dr John Bevan was wor ki ng on athernostatically controll ed diving
suit and he explained to ne the difficulties encountered in
attenpting to maintain an overall satisfactory tenperature as there
were nine variations at particul ar poi nts of the body. The equi pnent
didn't seemtoo cunbersone and no doubt the finished product wll
be of much interest.

| then visited the departnent where the preparati ons were being
made for March 1972 1500 foot FCC dives. The organisation for this
Is quite conplicated and i nvol ves a trenendous nunber of scientists
and technicians plus prelimnary aninmal (goat) dives checking al
the nonitoring equi pnent.

O her areas visitedincluded an extrenely conprehensi ve conput er
| aborat ory which is inval uabl e in processi ng experinental data, the
respiratory | aboratory where experi nents on gas anal ysi s i n vari ous
situation coul d proceed and al so a project to determ ne neans to warm
the i nspired gases for deep diving.

M Towse and Dr Peter Bennett expounded on their attenpts to
nmeasure the trenor associ ated with the hi gh pressure Nervous Syndrone
and to further elucidate this interesting problem

Overall there seens to be no shortage of equi pnent or nmanpower,
there being over 40 scientists plus nunerous technical staff. The
pressure chanber is capabl e of sinulating 2250 feet and one wonders
how soon this depth will be reached at the experinental unit.
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The Royal Naval section was al so quite inpressive as at the tine
of nyvisit a6f(1,2) day saturationdiveto 133 netres was i n progress
under full TV nonitoring. They have several chanbers and excel | ent
facilities for conpressed air production and storage.

Terry Hor gan



