BAROTRAUVA OF ASCENT?
A SUBJECTI VE ACCOUNT OF A PERSONAL EXPERI ENCE

Wth borrowed equi prent the diver entered the water with two conpani ons and began
to followa sloping coral -studded terrain. He had no contents gauge or depth gauge
and no buoyancy vest. Hi s mask was | eaking freely and the flash gun he carri ed was
not only not working but was giving himsmall shocks. These annoyances irritated
hi mt o t he extent that he was frequently cl earing his mask i n an unnecessarily vi ol ent
nmanner .

Approximately 30 mnutes after starting the dive he cleared his mask once nore,
enptying his lungs to do it and tried to inhale on an enpty tank. Hi s conpani ons
were cl ose by but outside his reach and not |ooking at him

The di ver | ooked up, estinmated he was 50 or 60 feet fromthe surface and decided to
make a free ascent. He felt that he was in control of the situation and kept his
regul ator i n his nouth hopingthat he m ght get some air out of his tank as the pressure
grew |l ess and consciously tried to relax his glottis so that he could exhal e.

Al seermed well until he was about 20 feet deep, when his regul at or seened to expl ode
out of his nouth and then he found hinself on the surface, not knowi ng how he got
t here.

He was in extrene respiratory difficulty seemingly only able to inhale a fewccs of
air, and having to shout with every exhalation. He was kicking madly to keep his
nmout h j ust above water and such was his conscious state that he clung to his canera
and nade no attenpt to let go of his weightbelt or tank

Luckily for himhis conmpani ons cane up and assisted himto shore, all this time in
desperate respiratory difficulty. Wen he sat down in shall ow water he coughed up
alittleclear froth and his respiration suddenly becanme normal, and apart frombei ng
extremely tired he felt quite well.

After lunch he went snorkeling and was diving down to 20 feet with no trouble. This
story is a classic exanple of bad diving procedure - AN AWFUL EXAMPLE

But t he pat hophysi ol ogy puzzles ne. Wiy didtherespiratory difficulty reverseitself
so suddenly? And why no after effects?
VI CTOR BRAND
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POTS NOT NATURAL HABI TAT?

There is an interesting case simrering up in Newcastle at present. A man has been
charged with stealing | obsters fromanot her man’s pots. As his defence he has cl ai ned
that the | obsters are the property of whoever first lifts themfromthe water, being
still wild animals “free for the taking” until the owner lifted his pots. It was
al so clainmed, naturally, that the State had no jurisdiction as the action occured
beyond the high water line. Legal evidence was offered to the effect that |arceny
could be committed on wild animals that are fit food for man. Sergeant Richards
assured the Court that it is undisputedthat |obsters are fit for human consunpti on.
There is no nention of the fate of the |obsters pending the resunption of Court
hearings .......
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